




























From: cmsmailer@civicplus.com <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> on behalf of Contact form at New Ipswich, 
NH <cmsmailer@civicplus.com> 
Sent: Monday, November 27, 2023 6:12:18 PM 
To: Shawn Talbot <stalbot@townofnewipswich.org> 
Subject: [New Ipswich, NH] Reinstating River Road's Weight Limit (Sent by Sharin Smeeth,) 
 
 
Message: 
 
Selectman Talbot,                                                                                                                                
 
Since I’m unable to attend tomorrow’s Public Hearing regarding reinstating weight limit restrictions on 
River Road, please make my comments a matter of the public record. 
 
During the 7 November 2023 Board of Selectmen meeting, Selectman Somero made a determination at 
the 10:25” mark, “The state makes it clear, the primary purpose for roads is commerce.”   Based on the, 
New Hampshire Department of Transportation (NH DOT) 2023 Fact Book, 
https://mm.nh.gov/files/uploads/dot/media-files/2023-nhdot-fact-book.pdf, I beg to differ.   
 
NH DOT’s Mission statement, found on page 1, reads, “Transportation excellence enhancing the quality 
of life in New Hampshire.  Their Purpose statement reflects a similar philosophy, “Transportation 
excellence in New Hampshire is fundamental to the state’s sustainable economic development, see Note 
1, and land use, enhancing the environment, and preserving the unique character and quality of life.   Key 
words here... quality of life. 
 
(Note 1) Sustainable Development is defined as, approach to social, economic, and environmental 
planning that attempts to balance the social and economic needs of present and future human generations 
with the imperative of preserving, or preventing undue damage to, the natural environment.  Key words 
here... balance and imperative. 
 
Bottomline, the primary purpose of NH roads is not commerce.  Their purpose is much more.  They're for 
enhancing the environment, ensuring safety, preserving the unique character and quality of life.    
 
At the 17:14” mark Selectman Somero asked the following question, “How much more danger does a 
dump truck pose than a car?”  Well, I’m here to tell you… there's a significant increase in the level of 
danger a car poses and a Class 8 dump truck.  Both in terms of safety... and preservation. 
 
1. The National Safety Council reports, https://injuryfacts.nsc.org/motor-vehicle/road-users/large-trucks/ 
In 2021, 5,700 large trucks were involved in a fatal crash, an 18% increase from 2020 and a 49% increase 
in the last 10 years. The involvement rate per 100 million large-truck miles traveled is up 7% from 2020, 
and up 22% in the last 10 years. Large trucks are defined as any medium or heavy truck, not including 
buses and motor homes, with a gross vehicle weight rating greater than 10,000 pounds. Both commercial 
and non-commercial vehicles are included: 
 
        Large Trucks accounted for:  
        9% of all vehicles involved in fatal crashes 
        5% of all registered vehicles 
        10% of total vehicle miles traveled 
 
2. Also in 2021, 117,300 large trucks were involved in crashes resulting in an injury, a 12% increase from 
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2020. Since 2016, the number of trucks involved in injury crashes has increased 15% and the involvement 
rate per 100 million large truck miles driven has increased 3% to 36. Starting with the 2016 data year, the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) began using a new Crash Report Sampling 
System (CRSS) to estimate the number of nonfatal crashes. CRSS uses a different sampling design than 
previous estimates and is not directly comparable to earlier data. 
3. A total of 5,788 people died in large-truck crashes in 2021. The number of deaths increased 17% from 
2020 and is up 47% in the last 10 years. The majority of deaths in large-truck crashes are occupants of 
other vehicles (72%), followed by truck occupants (17%), and non-occupants, primarily pedestrians and 
bicyclists. (11%) 
4. The number of injuries in large-truck crashes increased 5% in 2021, to 155,000. As with deaths in 
large-truck crashes, most of the injuries occurred to occupants of other vehicles (71%), followed by truck 
occupants (27% and non-occupants. (%2)  
 
Attachment 1 
1.  According to the GAO, “a five-axle tractor-trailer loaded to the current 80,000 pound Federal weight 
limit weighs about the same as 20 automobiles, the impact of the tractor-trailer is dramatically higher.”   
2.   Based on the Association data, and confirmed by its officials, such a tractor-trailer has the same 
impact on an interstate highway as at least 9,600 automobiles.  
 
Attachment 2  
1.  The U.S. GAO’s study, Excessive Truck Weight: An Expensive Burden We Can No Longer Afford, 
made this distinction  and found that essentially, road damage was related to the 4th power of the relative 
loads. That means that if one vehicle carries a load of 1,500 pounds per axle and another carries a load of 
3,000 pounds on each axle, the road damage caused by the heavier vehicle is not twice as much, but 2 to 
the 4th power as much (2x2x2x2 = 16 times as much road damage as the lighter vehicle.  
2.  When comparing a passenger car and a bicycle instead, both with two axles. Say the bike and its rider 
weigh in at 200 pounds, and the car at 4,000 pounds. The weight of the car is also 20 times greater than 
the bike and rider, and the road damage caused would be 160,000 times greater.  
 
Attachment 3 
1.  The infographic summarizes several key facts related to fatal crashes involving large trucks in 2021. 
More than half of fatal large-truck crashes occurred on rural roads and about a quarter on interstates. 
Sixty-three percent of the crashes happened during daylight hours, and 6% happened in construction 
zones. The peak month for fatal truck crashes was September, and February had the fewest 
   
Since I could only submit three attachments, please accept, and use the link, 
https://www.gao.gov/products/109954, for validation purposes  
1.  About 22 percent of all loaded tractor-trailers exceed State weight limits, and the percentage ranges as 
high as 81 percent for other types of trucks. This is significant because a five-axle, tractor-trailer loaded to 
the 80,000-pound Federal limit, has the same impact on an interstate highway as 9,600 automobiles. In 
addition, as truck axle weights increase, pavement damage increases an at even faster rate. For example, 
while a truck axle carrying 18,000 pounds is only 9 times heavier than a 2,000-pound automobile axle, it 
does 5,000 times more damage. Although excessive truck weight is a major contributor to highway wear, 
Federal weight limits do not apply to at least 95 percent of the Federal-aid highways. In addition, a 
grandfather clause in existence since origination of Federal weight limits in 1956 stipulates that truck 
weights which were permissible in individual States at that time can remain in effect indefinitely.   
2.  As a result, at least 20 States have limits higher than Federal weight limits in at least one weight 
category on their interstate highways. The Federal Highway Administration has not provided the guidance 
and assistance necessary to improve State weight enforcement, and the level of effort committed to 
weight enforcement varies greatly from State to State. Safety issues should not be ignored. The public is 
being exposed to increasing vehicle size and weight differentials, as automobiles get smaller and lighter 
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while trucks become larger and heavier. The Secretary of the Department of Transportation should direct 
the Federal Highway Administrator to develop, in cooperation with the States, a model State weight 
enforcement program. 
 
In closing, if the Secretary of the Department of Transportation is in favor of more weight restrictions… 
shouldn't we?  Need more convincing, the U.S GAO report: Excessive Truck Weight: An Expensive 
Burden We Can No Longer Afford... speaks for itself.  Given the compelling nature of the facts provided, 
I ask the BoS to reinstate weight limits on River Road.    
 
Sharin Smeeth 
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