NI Cable Advisory Board Minutes

[bookmark: _GoBack]October 11, 2022

Attendance:	Ron Stanley, chair; Becky Doyle, Shawn Talbot, Sue Mallett

The meeting was called to order at 4:05 pm.
Discussion included:

Review and Approval of Minutes

Minutes reviewed and approved.

Comcast HD installation

Rich from Comcast came to hook up the fiber and felt that the noise generated by the new server would be loud and distracting in the NITV room.  We opted to install the server in the conference room below using the large server rack that we had in storage.  Unique media has come in come in and moved the system.  We are now waiting on Rich to come back and install the HD server.

CG access

Sue has not been able to find the internal link to the bulletin board.  Becky will send it to her so that she can attempt access.

Becky would like to change the format to eliminate the three panel bulletin board and instead go to a two panel board, with one large panel and then the programming panel on the bottom.  This would allow better viewing of the main bulletin panel.  The weather panel can be incorporated as a slide in the main panel.  All agreed that this would be a good change.  Becky will work with Cablecast to sort this out.

Denial of right to record by Zoning Chairman Wendy Juchnevics-Freeman

Ron was recording the Zoning Board meeting (October 6, 2022) when the chairman, Wendy Juchnevics-Freeman, suspended the meeting and went to the NITV room.  Ron was told he was not allowed to record the meeting and he should stop immediately.  Ron disagreed but stopped recording to avoid the confrontation.  Ron notified Becky and Shawn immediately and left the building.

Sue brought to the attention of NICAB that Ms. Juchnevics-Freeman’s issue with recording the public meeting continued in the hall outside of the meeting room.  Ms. Juchnevics-Freeman was angry and the altercation with NICAB.

A draft letter was prepared and reviewed at the NICAB meeting stating the Ms. Juchnevics-Freeman’s actions are in direct violation of RSA 91-A, Access to Governmental Records and Meetings.  The letter was approved, signed and forwarded to the Board of Selectmen (copy attached).  

Recruitment

We are still actively seeking volunteers to be members of NICAB or videographers.

We have requested Mascenic School Board meetings for broadcast, but so far the school has been unable to provide this.  We will continue to pursue.

There are several other groups that may be able to help, namely, the PTA (primarily at the elementary school), the Booster Club (primarily at the High School), and the New Ipswich Historical Society.

NITV Office

We have looked at the NITV office space and would like to purchase a desk, mobile file and lateral file to improve the work flow in the room.  NICAB has agreed to spend up to $2000 to rework the office.


Next Meeting:	November 8, 2022, 4:00 pm.
Meeting Adjourned:  October 11, 2022 at 4:48 pm.

Minutes approved by:


						
Ron Stanley, Chair

						
Becky Doyle


Copy of letter to Selectmen re: Denial of Right to Record Public Meeting:

October 11, 2022

NI Cable Advisory Board (NI CAB)
661 Turnpike Rd.
New Ipswich, NH 03071

Board of Selectmen
Town of New Ipswich		
661 Turnpike Road
New Ipswich, NH 03071

Dear Board of Selectmen:

On Thursday, October 6, 2022, Ms. Wendy Juchnevics-Freeman, Chairman of the NI Zoning Board of Adjustment (ZBA), approached Mr. Ron Stanley, videographer for New Ipswich Television (NITV) concerning the recording of the ZBA public meeting that was currently in progress.  She demanded that he stop recording immediately, at which time Mr. Stanley informed her that public meetings are subject to recording.  Ms. Juchnevics-Freeman persisted in her objection, and rather than continue the confrontation, Mr. Stanley stopped the recording and made a complaint to Chairman Talbot and Mrs. Becky Doyle, NITV Coordinator and NI CAB member.

Ms. Juchnevics-Freeman’s action is in direct violation of NH RSA 91-A:2 II, Access to Governmental Records and Meetings, which states: “…Any person shall be permitted to use recording devices, including, but not limited to, tape recorders, cameras, and videotape equipment, at such meetings.”  This action is subject to injunctive relief through petition to superior court (NH RSA 91-A:7) with remedies as described in NH RSA 91-A:8 of civil penalty of not less than $250 and not more than $2000.  As a public official, Ms. Juchnevics-Freeman and the ZBA members have a responsibility to the public to be aware of and follow the NH Statues.

NI CAB requests that the Board of Selectmen immediately inform all Boards and Committees that public meetings are subject to recording under NH RSA 9-A2.  We recommend that Ms. Juchnevics-Freeman issue a public apology to Mr. Stanley and NITV viewers for her denial of the right to record and view the Zoning Board meeting of October 6, 2022.  

Denial of the right to record and broadcast public meetings will not be tolerated by NI CAB or NITV.  If the action continues, NI CAB will be forced to seek injunctive relief through the Superior Court in NH. 
Sincerely,

______________________________________		____________________________________
Ron Stanley, Chairman NI CAB				Becky Doyle, NI CAB member, NITV Coordinator
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